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Die Lune, 2* February, 1729. 


Rdered by the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal in Parliament Aſſembled, 
That the Thanks of this Houſe be, and 
are hereby given to the Lord Miſhop of 
Briſtol, for the Sermon by Him preached 
before this Houſe in the Abbey Church, 
Weſtminſter, on Friday the 30h Day of 
January laſt : And he is ors Jefired 
to cauſe the ſame to be forthwith Printed 
and Publiſhed. 
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Wix... Cow R, Cle 
Piarliamentor 83 


SER M O NI 


Preach'd before le = 


Lords Spiritual and . 


In PARLIA MENT Aſſembled, 


TT Eh oo - 


Abbey-Church at V nue, 


On FRIDAx, January 30. 1753. 


Being the Anniverſary Faſt for the I 
Martyrdom of King CHARLES I. 


By the Right Reverend Father in God, 
WILLIAM, Lord Biſhop of BRISTOL. 


LoD SON: 


Printed for JAM RS and Joun KNAPTOxN, at 
the Crown in St. Paul's Church-Yard. ' 1730. 
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17 berefore ) e mu ft needs be 
ſubject, 4 only for wrath, 
. a to for conſeience Jake.. 


HESE Words are an Infe- | 
rence drawn from the pre- 
ceding Part of this Chap- 

ter, where St. 5 exhorts all Per- 
ſons of whatever Degree, Condition, 
or Dignity they are, to be ſubject to 


the Higher Powers, or Su preme Ma- 
giſtr ate. Let every Soul be ſujet? 70 ver. 1. 


the Higher Powers. 

A np this Duty of Subjection is 
enforc d from the Inſtitution of 
Government, as ordain'd, or ap- 


pointed of God, for the Powers that ver. þ 


be, are ordain d of God, and likewiſe 
from 


2 e : 
* 


* m * * ” * a = _ 
- _- wc Pen es” / <wy 
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ver. 4. 


Miniſter of God 20.;thee for, God, 
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from the End of it, for He is the 


(viz.) for the defence, ſupport, and 
encouragement of Peaceable and 
Good Subjects; and 20 be a Neven- 
ger to execute Wrath upon Evil Do- 
ers, ſuch as tranſgreſs the Laws; and 
impiouſly reſiſt the Powers, and 
thereby not only incur the Wrath of 
the Civil Magiſtrate, but draw down 
upon themſelves the Divine Venge- 
ance, which will moſt aſſuredly pu- 
niſh them for their Diſobedience. 
Hap this Excellent Rule of the 
Apoſtle been rightly underſtood, 
and conſcientiouſly practiſed by thoſe 
Men who pretended ſo much to 
Con/cience in the Times of the un- 
happy Great Rebellion, which was 
attended with ſo many diſmal and 
pernicious Conſequences to our 
Church and Nation, We had not 
met together upon this Day to la- 
ment the barbarous and execrable 


Murder 
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Murder of a Gracious, Merciful, and 
Pious King, and to ſupplicate the 
Divine Mercy, that the ſhedding of 


his Innocent Blood, which was oc- 


caſioned by the crying Sins of the 
Nation, may.not be laid to the charge 
of the People of this-Land. 


THAT He was a Gracious King, | 
evidently appears from his readineſs | 
to redreſs thoſe Grievances: complain- 


ed of in the former Part of his Reign, 


by paſling, in the beginning of 155 


Parliament, ſo many Pa el Acts, 
for the Preſervation of, the Rights 
and Liberties of his Peco Prep - which 
Ads, in the Words. 0 the Noble 


Hiſtorian, 11/ be ackuowledped by 


an incorrupted Poſterity to be euer. 
laſting Monuments of His Princely, 
and Fatherly. Aﬀe&ion to His Peo- 


ple, and 5 an Obligation of Re- 
poſe and Truſt. from Hit Majeſty, in 


* Lord 8 Hiſt. vol I Book 3. 
T. 225. Fol. Edit. 95 TEL: 
B 2 the 


7 
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Expreſfims of Piery, Be and Con 


fidence from them could have been 
more than a Suffmient. Return pon 
their Pari. 

TRA He was 4 King os Hill 
and merciful Diſpoſition, is likewiſe 
evident from his great Reluctance to 
engage in the War, which was forced 
upon him by hard Neceffity, in vin- 
dication of his fuſt Prerogative, and 
from the Solemn Declarations He fo 
often made of his Compaſſſion, and 
Sorrow for the lofs of his Subjects, 
and the effuſion of ſo much Chrifti- 
an Blood, with which He was moft 
ſenſibly afflicted, and which He en- 
deavoured to prevent, by repeated 
Overtures of Peace and Pardon, e- 
ven at a Time when his Arms were 
_ Victorious. 8 

A y laſtly, That He Wasa Pi 


ruous and: Pious King, was demon- 


ſtrated by the whole Courſe of his 


Lite, | 
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Life, and it could not but be ac- 
knowledged by the worſt of his Ene- 
mies, whoſe greateſt hatred to Him 
proceeded from His ſteady Adherence | 
to his Religion, and his crpltient Zeal 
for the Doctrine, Worſhip, and Go- 
vernment of the Church of England; 
according to the excellent Precepts 
of which He lived a Bright and Ex- 
emplary Pattern, 'and for the De- 
fence and Truth of which He dyed 
a Faithful and Glorious Martyr. 


Madneſs, and his End to be without + 

Honour, but He is in Peace. 

F FOR though He was puniſhed in 
* the fight of Men, yet was his ops 
> full of Immortality. 

7 HOW is he numbred with the 
Children of God, and his Lot is a- 
mon the Saints. 
I Will not enter into the Cauſes 
. of this' unnatural Rebellion, which 
X concluded with ſo Tragical a Scene, 
F * * 


9 


THEY Fools accounted his Life wiſd. 5. 


3.3. 
3.4 


5. 5 


10 


Nation, I ſhall chuſe to recommend 
ſuch an Obedience, as may for the 


— ca 
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as we now mournfully commemo- 


rate. Neither will I deſcribe the de- 
plorable Calamities, and various 
Changes, which attended this ſad Ca- 


taſtrophe; until it pleaſed God won- 


derfully to reſtore our Conſtitution 


in Church and State, and happily to 
ſettle it upon its antient Foundati- 


on: Theſe Miſeries and Confuſions 


are well known, as having been al- 
ready delineated in ſtrong and lively 


Colours by the Noble 9 before 


quoted, whoſe Inſtructive Hiſtory 


will be ever highly eſteemed by all 
Impartial and Judicious Men; which 


is mentioned in Oppoſition to the 
little Cavils, and vain Efforts that 
have been lately made to leſſen the 


Value of fo uſeful a Work. 


INS TEA D therefore of looking 


further back upon what is paſt, — 


has left ſo great a Reproach on our 


future 


_ Oe re Fr Rs En ::.: eee — * — 
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5 Yd ws Py 3 "Wy 5 
> aa tes. ts 4 bo 4 2 
. : Fry EI 1 1 * 
. 4 W 4 ** l 


the Houſe of Lords, Jan. 30. 1729. 
future prevent the like Calamities, 


and endeavour to ſhew from the 
Words of the Text, 


Firſt, THAT a conſcientious Re- 
gard to the Principles of Religion 
is the firmeſt Support of Govern- 


ment. 
Secondly, Tar the Chriſtian 


Religion 3 the ſtrongeſt Obliga- 
tions of Obedience on the Conſci- 
ences of All Subjects. From whence 


dit may be inferr d, 


Thirdly and Lafily, How much 
it is Our Duty to be ſubject to he 
Preſent Government. 


Firſt, THEN, I am to ſhew that 


a conſcientious Regard to the Prin- 

ciples of Religion is the firmeſt Sup- 

port of Government. 

3 Tris is certainly implied in the 

Text; for the Apoſtle ſuppoſes, that 

an awful Senſe ef our Duty to God 
will 


11 
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38 will excite us to Obedience, w here 
| the Wrath or Fear of the Magiſtrate 
may be ineffectual. For Human 
Laws, be they ever ſo wiſely framed 
and contrived, or ever ſo impartially 
and vigorouſly executed, cannot al- 
ways ſecure the Publick Peace and 
Tranquillity : The Enemies of Go- 
vernment may by Cunning, Secrecy, 
or Power, elude or baffle their force. 
And indeed theſe Laws Primarily, 
or of themſelves, cannot oblige the 
Conſciences of Men; they derive 
their Strength and Authority origi- 
nally from the Commands of God, 
whoſe Will and Pleaſure it is, that 
Obedience ſhould be fo far paid to 
them, as they do not contradict any 
of his known Laws, either Natural 
or Revealed. God is the Supreme 
Lord of Conſcience : He has a'So- 
vereign Dominion over all His Crea- 
[ tures, and therefore can command 
li an uniform, and unreſerved Obedi- 
. 8 5 ence 
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ence to all his Laws, which are found- 
ed on Reaſon and Equity. 

FREQUENT and open Violations 
of the Laws of Nature made Human 
Governments at firſt neceſſary, and 
Civil Societies have been erected by 
Joint conſent for- mutual defence and 
ſafety. I will not fay that ſuch So- 
cieties had never been formed, if 
Men had not been compelled to it by 
the prevailing Inſults, Rapine, and 
| wickedneſs of their Neighbours. 

1 Fo x had mankind continued ever 

ſo innocent, as they are by Nature 
inclined, and excellently adapted to 
Society, being endowed with intel- 
lectual Faculties, with Speech, and 
other noble Powers, which render + 
them capable of promoting the hap- 
pineſs of their fellow Creatures, as 
the beſt means of advancing their 
own; it is very probable they had 
not always lived in a State o Soli- 
tude, or an utter independence on 

C one - 


Gen. vili. 
21. 
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one another, but that their Reaſon 


would have ſuggeſted to them the 


infinite advantages of Publick Socie- 
ties, and ingaged them to unite, and 
combine together for their common 
benefit, and have put them upon the 
invention and improvement of Arts 
and Sciences, which naturally tend 
not only to a bare Support, but to a 
plentiful Supply of the many Conve- 

niencies and Comforts of Life. 
Bur this was not the Caſe: Men 
did not always continue innocent ; 
For, as God Himſelf complained 
after the Deluge, The imagination 
of Man's Heart is Evil from His 
Youth, They did not live accord- 
ing to the Light and Dictates of Na- 
ture, but a great part of them, be- 
ing degenerate and corrupt in their 
Manners, were wholly ſwayed by 
their Luſts and Paſſions; They were 
tempted by Pride and Ambition, by 
Anger, Revenge, and Avyarice to 
diſturb 
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diſturb the Peace, and invade the 
Rights of others, and their Reaſon 
was employed to contrive and exe- - 
cute Miſchief with greater Cunning 
and Succels. 

To rectify ſuch Diſorders, and to 
guard againſt the Innumerable Evils, 
which attended this Miſerable ſtate 
of Life, in which the Innocent and 
the Weak were liable to be made a 
Prey to the Wicked and the Strong, 
Men voluntarily United into Saciety, 
as the beſt method of Defence and 
Security. And however various the 
Forms of Government might be in 
different Countries and Nations, the 
end doubtleſs is the ſame in All; 
The general view and aim has been 
the Welfare, Safety, and Proſperity 
of thoſe, who are ſubject to Go- 
vernment, which neceſſarily requires 
a grateful Return of that Honour, 
Reverence, and Fear, which is due 
to their Governours; and God, who 
8 2 j 
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is a God of, Order and Peace, who 
wills and defires the Happineſs - of 
All His Creatures, has commanded 
ſuch Laws to be obeyed, as. are ne- 
ceſſary to promote ſo Uſeful and 
Important an End. He has not 
indeed preſcribed any particular 
Form of Government above others; 
this is left to the Wiſdom and Care 
of Men; and we find by. Hiſtory 
and Experience, that ſuch Forms and 
Models have been variouſly agreed 


"on, and ſettled in the ſeveral Parts 


of the World, as Men thought would 
beſt ſuit with their Conveniency and 
Intereſt; and it is our Felicity, we 
can juſtly boaſt, that we have tranſ- 
mitted to us ſuch an Excellent Con- 
ſtitution, as 1s admirably framed for 
the preſervation 'of the Rights and 
Liberties of the People, and for the 
Safety, Honour, and Dignity of the 
King. Human Governments being 


thus eſtabliſhed or ordained accord- 
ing 


—— 
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ing to the Will of God, a conſcien- 
tious Regard to ſuch Laws, as He 
has appointed for their neceſſary Sup- 
port, or to the Principles of Re- 
ligion, by which they are enforced 
or bound upon us, muſt certainly 
recommend the Obſervers of them 
to his Favour and Protection, and 
engage his Providence, upon which 
their Safety and Happineſs depend, 
to take care of them: For God is 
the Sovereign Lord of the Univerſe, 

and in His Power alone it is to make 
any Nation Happy, or Miſerable: 
He increaſeth the Nations, as Job 
obſerves, and deſtroyeth them, He 
enlargeth the Nations, and ſtraitneth 
them again: Whatever therefore 
will render him favourable, and 
propitious to any People, muſt ef- 
fectually ſecure their Preſeryation, | 
as it will make him their Friend, 
who alone is able to defend, and 
protect them: And what can con- 
tribute 


Job. > X11, 
23. 
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tribute more to procure the Favour 
and Bleſſing of God than a Re- 
ligious obſervance of his Holy Laws, 
or a due and entire conformity of 
our Wills and Actions to his Divine 
Will? It is perfectly agreeable to 


the Nature of God to act by the 


beſt and pureſt Reaſon; and to ſee 


his Creatures govern themſelves by 
the ſame Rules, muſt be very grate- 


ful and acceptable to Him, and 


cannot fail of obtaining His Favour 


Pf. 127. 


. 


a State flouriſhing and proſperous, 
and 


and Protection; without which, as 
was ſuggeſted before, no Govern- 
ment can be Safe or Happy, for ex- 
cept the Lord keep the City, the 
Watchman waketh but in vain. 

Bur further, a Conſcientious Re- 


card to the Principles of Religion does 


likewiſe tend to the ſupport of Go- 
vernment, by promoting Order, Re- 


gularity, and Peace, and the Prac- 
tice of ſuch Vertues, as muſt render 


„ 
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and ſuppreſſing ſuch Vices, as muſt 


end in the ruin, and deſtruction of 
any People. 

ORDER and Regularity are beſt 
promoted by the faithful diſcharge of 
ſuch Duties, as are incumbent upon 
every Member in his diſtinct and pro- 
per Station : And this Religion does 
moſt effectually recommend, by lay- 
ing the ſtrongeſt Obligations, to this 
end, upon Men of all Ranks, and 
Conditions : It diſpoſes Governours, 
and Magiſtrates to be vigilant, care- 
ful, and conſtant in the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice, which is to be exe- 
cuted with a due temperament of 
Clemency and Mildneſs, without ei- 


ther Corruption, Partiality, or Fear; 


and whilſt Governours and Magi- 
ſtrates thus Act, they become Pub- 
lick Bleſſings, arid are juſtly entitled 
to that Eſteem, Reverence, and Ho- 
nour, which is required to be paid 
by inferior Subjects; who are like- 


- wile 
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wiſe commanded to be True and 


Faithful, Juſt and Honeſt, in all their 


Contracts, Intercourſes, and Dealing 8 
with one another; to be Meek 2510 
Humble, to be Friendly and Bene- 
ficent to all Mankind; and in a 
Word, to obſerve that Fundamental 
Law, of Equity, and Juſtice, of do- 


ing to " others, as they would have « 0- 


thers do to them. 
Ay if every Member of a Com- 
munity would be ſtrict, and pun- 


ctual in the Obſervance of theſe Du- 


ties, How glorious and happy would 


that Society be, by ſuch a regu- 
lar Courſe of Actions? In the Na- 


tural World there is Light and Heat, 


Verdure and Beauty, attended with 


pleaſant and fruitful Seaſons, whilſt 


the Sun, Moon, and all the other 


Planets move regularly in their pro- 
per Orbs: And in the Human Body, 
that Curious Machine, which is ſo 
wonderfully made, and compoſed of 


ſo 
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ſo many nice Springs, and compli- 
cated Movements; when all the Or- 


gans, Inſtruments, and Faculties per- 
form their diſtinct, and ſuitable O- 
perations, Sprightlineſs and Vigour, 


Health and Pleaſure are the genuine 


and natural Effect: And, if all the 
Members of a Nation would conſci- 
entiouſly diſcharge thoſe Duties and 
Functions, which are allotted to them 
by Providence, and Move and Act, 
as Religion requires in thoſe Spheres, 
and Stations in which they are placed, 

the Body Politick, being then freed 
from all Diſeaſes, would be bleſſed 
with a ſtrong, vigorous, and healthy 
Conſtitution; and the whole Body be- 


21 


ing (as St. Paul expreſſes it Kay; ſoiu- 1 4. 


ed together, and 1. by that ** 

which every Joint ſupplieth, er 

ing to the effeftual working in the 
e 


aſure of every part, would make 


inc reaſe of the Body, to the edifying of 


itſelf in love. 
AND 


* 
. 
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AND this tends to ſhew, That a 
_ Conſcientious Regard to the Princi- 
ples of Religion is alſo the beſt Sup- 
port of Government, becauſe it pro- 

motes Private and Publick Peace. 

THE greateſt Diſturbers of our 
own, and other Men's Peace, are our 
Paſſions and Vices. From whence 
Jam. 4. (fays St. James) come Wars and 
815 Fightings among you, Come they not 
hence, even from your Luſts ? And 
St. Paul giving a Catalogue of the 
Works of the Fleſh, or of our ſinful 
Luſts and Appetites, amongſt others 
Gal. g. enumerates, Hatred, Variance, Emmnu- 
lation, Strife, Wrath, and Sedition ; 
and on the contrary, He takes Notice, 
22, that the Fruit of the Spirit, or of Re- 
ligion, 7s Foy, Peace, Lon o-/uffer= 
ing, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs =, Meek- 
neſs ; and where theſe are conſcien- 
riouſly practiſed, they do effectually 
contribute to eſtabliſh Private as well 
as Publick Peace, by deſtroying and 


rooting 
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rooting out the Grounds and Cauſes 
of Strife, and Contention, and by 
reſtraining and extinguiſhing all pee- 
viſh and turbulent Paſſions ; the ve- 

Force and Power, as well as the 
Seeds and Occaſions of Envy, Wrath, 
and Malice wholly vaniſhing and diſ- 
appearing under the prevailing Influ- 
ences of a true Chriſtian Love and 
Charity : And this leads me to my 
Second General Head. 

2dly, THAN the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion lays the ſtrongeſt Obligations of 
Obedience on the Conſciences of all 
Subjects. 

TEE Enemies of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, when it was firſt planted, ob- 
jected to it, that it tended to pro- 
mote Faction, and Sedition, in the 


State: A falſe and malicious Charge, 


which was ſufficiently refuted by the 
Lives and Doctrine of our Saviour, 
and His Apoſtles. 


D 2 QUuz 


Matt. 


22. 20. 


Matt. 
17. 24. 
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Ou R Bleſled Saviour, when the 
Phariſees and Herodians were ent to 
Inſnare him by propoſing a captious 
Queſtion, Hhether it was lawful to 
hay Tribute, acknowledges the Au- 
thority of the Civil Magiſtrate, and 
his Right to receive it, by command. 
ing them to render unto Ceſar, the 
things that are Cz/ar's, as well as un- 
to Cad, the things that are Gods. 
And leaſt He ſhould give Offence, 
upon another Occaſion, by refuſing 
to pay Tribute, when demanded of. 
him, it is recorded, That He put 
Himſelf to the Expence of a Miracle 
for procuring the Money to diſcharge Þ| 
the Obligation for Himſelf, and St. 
Peter. Neither were theſe the only 
Inſtances of his Obedience, His 
whole Life was one entire Scene of 
Meekneſs, Patience, and Submiſſion; 
and at laſt, when he was wrongfully 
accuſed, arraigned, and condemned 
for icyting Himſelf u 95 to be King of 

< 2" "0 
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the Fews 3 He publickly own'd that 
His Kingdom was not of this World, * 18. 
and rebuked the intemperate Zeal of 
one of His Diſciples for reſiſting the 
legal Powers, and quietly ſubmitted, 
even unto Death, under an ignomi- 
nious and unjuſt Sentence; ſo far 
was He from giving any Diſturbance, 
buy his Life, or Doctrine, to the Ci- 
vil Powers. And His Apoſtles fol- 
lowed their Maſter's Example. St. 
Paul not only in the Chapter, from 
whence the Text is taken, but 
throughout his Epiſtles, commands 
Obedience to be paid to Governours 
and Magiſtrates in the ſtrongeſt and 
plaineſt Terms. He exhorts 77mo- 
thy, That Supplications, Prayers, In- 1 Tim. 
terceſſions, and giving of Thanks le 
made for all Men; for Kings, and 
all that are in Authority under them, 
that we may lead quiet and peaceable 
Lives in Gt Godlineſs and Honeſty. 
ot in his Directions to Titus, He 


charges 
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charges Him to put thoſe in Mind, 
cho were under his Juriſdiction in 
Tit. 3. Crete, to be ſubject to Principalities 
1 and Powers, to obey Magiſtrates, to 
be ready to every good Work; and 


= St. Peter agrees with the Apoſtle of the 
| Gentiles in inculcating the ſame Do- 
| 15 2. ctrine; Submit yourſelves (ſays He) 


i fo every Ordinance of Man for the 
Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King 
as Supreme, or unto Governours, as - 
unto them that are ſent by him, for 
the puniſhment of Evil Doers, and the 
practiſe of them that do well; for fo 
zs the Will of God, that with qell do- 
ing, ye may ſilence the Ignorance of 
fooliſh Men. But if it ſhould be ſaid, 
That theſe are only general Rules, 
and do not determine what ſort of 
Obedience ought to be paid to Go- 
vernours and Magiſtrates : It muſt 
be confeſſed they are fo, and that 

the Meaſures of Obedience are to be 
learnt from Human Laws, without. 
= any 
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any diminution of the Authority, or 
Perfection of Scripture. Neither our 
Saviour, nor His Apoſtles, made a- 
ny Alteration in Civil Governments, 
theſe they left as they found them ; 
and as the Conſtitutions are different 
in various Countries, ſo are the Oh- 
jets and Degrees of Obedience, ac- 
cording to their particular Forms ; 
and theſe being determined and e- 
ſtabliſhed, the Laws of God require 
fuch an Obedience ſhould be paid, 


as is ſettled by Human Laws, and 


every Act of wilful Diſobedience and 


Reſiſtance contrary to theſe, will in- 
cur the Divine Diſpleaſure, and be 


ſeverely puniſhed both in this and a 


future State; from whence it may 

be inferred, : 
3dly and /afily, THAT it is our 
Duty to be ſubject to the Preſent Go- 
vernment, by which we are ſo happily 
protected, and under which we en- 
Joy ſo many great and ineſtimable 
„ 
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Bleſſings. There cannot be a great 
er Happineſs to a Free and Proteſtant 
People, than to have a P roteflant 1.3 
King to reign over them : And it 18 F 
great Comfort to us of the Church of | 
land, that He is of our Commu- 
nion; our Glory that He is an Or- 
nament of it; and our Security, 
that He has given His Royal Word 
and Promiſe, which have been ever 
f held Sacred and Inviclable, that He 
j will always make the Intereſt of this 
Church His principal Care. It is 
. therefore our indiſpenſable Duty, to 
ſupport and defend his Government 
to the utmoſt of our Power, for the 
Benefits we receive from it; there 
being, I am perſuaded, no Govern- 
ment upon Earth, that has a better 
Claim upon this Account (as well as 
all others) to the hearty Obedience 
and Affection of Subjects, than that 
under which we now live. | 


n 


„ — 
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NE vE R certainly was any Prince 
more tender of the Welfare, and 


*Wappineſs of His People, than His 
4 Preſent Majefty. It is the leaft Part 
i of His Character, that He is Juſt to 
L them in preſerving their Legal Rights 
| and Privileges, it being His conſtant 


Care and Study to extend and en- 
large them, and totranſmit them with 
Improvements to future Generations. 
He has given a late Inſtance of 
this kind in the Anxiety and Concert 
He was pleaſed to expreſs, during the 
fluctuating and uncertain State of 
our Publick Affairs; and by declin- 
ing the Purſuit of Martial Glory, for 
the attainment of which He is ſo 
well qualify d; and by chufing, for 
the Good and Intereſt of his People, 
the gentler and milder Method of 
Treaties, which have ended, to the 
General Joy of the Nation, in an 
Aavantageous Peace, 


— ——— — — „ 
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| Ws may likewiſe account it an 


additional Felicity, and as a fur- 


ther engagement to our chearful 


Obedience, that We are bleſſed 


with a Good and Gracious Queen, 
who has ſo early diftinguiſhed Her- 


ſelf, and is ſtill ſo ONT in Her 


Care and Concern for the Prote- 


ſtant Religion, and that the Throne 


is Gloriouſly ſurrounded with a 
Numerous Royal Iſſue, who are 


bred up br. 3 fuch Examples, 
and with ſuch Principles as muſt 


neceſſarily render them, by God's 


Bleſſing, the future Support and 


Strength of it. 


WE cannot therefore but & | 
how much the Safety and Proſ- 
perity of our Church and Wation 


depend upon the laſting Eſtabliſh- | 


ment of the Proteſtant Succeſſion 
in His Majeſty's Family, there be- 
ing no other Branch of the Royal 


Line, 


.#be Houſe of Lords, Jan. 20. 1729. 3 
Line, to whom We can apply for | 
Succour and Protection from our 
common Enemies, and ſcarce any 
Calamity from which We are ſe- 

cure, ſhould they ever be able, 

for the puniſhment' of our Sins, 

to prevail againſt us: To have 

ſo Juſt and Good a Prince, with 
all His Auguſt Family, at the 
Head, and in the Intereſt of our 
Eſtabliſhed Church, and of the 
whole Proteſtant Cauſe, is ſo Tran- 
ſcendent a Bleſſing, that We muſt 

be great Enemies to. our own 
Happineſs, and exceedingly un- 
grateful to the Author of it, if 

We do not adore the goodneſs of 
God in vouchſafing it to us, and 

| moſt heartily concurr, with the 
Methods of His Providence, in all 
We can do to tranſmit it ſafely 

to our lateſt Poſterity. 
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